
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 

Announcements 
  
Welcome to the June-July 2009 Editions of the Notitia! 
The Notitia is one of the many tools the Women Lawyers Section of the Birmingham Bar Association uses to encourage the 
participation of women in the practice of law, to enhance the quality of life for women who have chosen law as a profession, to 
provide role models and mentors for women seeking to enter or grow in the profession, to provide an environment which fosters 
cooperation between and among women in the profession thereby enhancing the profession as a whole.   
  
****  
  
All members of the Birmingham Bar Association are invited to join our Section in 2009!   
  
Membership runs from Dec. 1, 2008 - Nov. 30, 2009, but you can join at any time during the year.   Here is a generic membership 
form:  BBA Membership Renewal.pdf - You will need to put your name somewhere on the form and simply mark our section and 
return it to Beth Carmichael at the Birmingham Bar with your payment.  You can also become a Sustaining Member of the Section by 
sending your additional $30 contribution to Sidney Hoover c/o the Economic Development Partnership of Alabama, 500 Beacon 
Parkway West, Birmingham, AL 35209-3108.  Sustaining Members are: Frances Quick, Anne Mitchell, Sidney Hoover and Teresa 
Minor. 
  
  
****  
  
Would you like to work with one of the committees or task forces in 2009 on a particular project or event?  Reply to Pam Blalock if 
yes (pblalock@bcbsal.org).   
  
****  
  
Please submit your articles or photos or reminders for the Notitia to Rebecca Amthor (RAmthor@bcbsal.org) or Michelle Obradovic 
(michelle@wiseresolution.com). 
  
  
  
Reminders for Section Activities and Events: 
  
The Leadership of the Section meets monthly at the YWCA of Central Alabama, 309 North 23rd Street, Birmingham.  Attendees 
who have ordered a lunch will be served at 11:30, with the meeting to begin thereafter.  You may bring your own lunch if you like.   
  
****  
  
Jack Neal, President of the BBA, has asked committee members of the various sections of the Bar to meet with him and discuss how 
the Bar can better meet to needs of its members.  He has scheduled a lunch for our Section at 11:15 on Tuesday, June 16 at the 5th 
Floor of Sirote’s office.  Please let me know if you can attend so that I can pass on a head count to Jack. 
  
****  
  
The Social and Entertainment Committee is sponsoring a social for members of the board of the Women Lawyers Section.  The event 
will be held at Sips N Strokes in Vestavia.  If you are not familiar with Sips N Strokes, it is a lot of fun.  For $25 participants are 
provided with a canvas, paints, brushes and instruction to create the featured painting of the evening.  At the end of the event, all who 
attend will have a “masterpiece” to take home with them.  The Women Lawyers’ Section will provide the beverages for sipping, and 
members will be responsible for their own registration fees.  Space in the class is limited, so you will need to make a reservation. 
  
Location:  Sips N Strokes – Vestavia 
Date:  June 23, 20009 
Time: 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.  (make sure to arrive around 6:45 p.m.) 
  
Registration Instructions: 
Go to the Sips N Strokes website https://www.sipsnstrokes.com/   
Select “Calendar” 
Select “Vestavia” 
Click on June 23/Retro Garden 
Complete the registration box, including your credit card information 
  
After you register, please let me know or committee chair Janine Smith (jsmith@burr.com or 458-5412) so we have an accurate 
headcount for the beverages.  Also, please feel free to contact either Janine or me with any questions you may have.  We look forward 
to seeing you on June 23! 
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****  
  
Women Lawyers Section Summer Social set for July 9, 2009 at Burr & Forman - Keep the evening of July 9th free for the annual 
WLS Summer Social. This year, the event has a “health and wellness” theme. Look for your invitation in your e-mail inbox before the 
end of this month. Expect to sample services that are fun and good for you! The social will take place after work, 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm, 
at the Burr & Forman offices in downtown Birmingham. 
             
  
  
  
Reminders for Non - Section Activities and Events: 
  
Big Brothers Big Sisters will be holding their annual Night Run and Fun on June 13th at Veteran’s Park in Hoover.  This is a great 
event for a great cause.  The brochure is included as a link below and please forward it to anyone you think might be interested.  – 
Submitted by Tony Smith.  Night Run 2009 Registration Card_P2.pdf 
  
  
  
****  
  
The Birmingham Bar Association, Magic City Bar Association and Hands on Birmingham, a local volunteer organization, will join 
together from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Saturday, June 13, 2009.  Volunteers will meet afterwards for lunch at Dave’s Pizza.  One of the 
project sites is the YWCA where volunteers will help at My Sister’s Closet.  Seven to 10 volunteers are needed at the YWCA.  If you 
would like to sign up for the YWCA location, contact Candi Williams at candi@handsonbirmingham.org and she will sign you up 
until spaces are filled.   

  
Other projects are at Aletheia House/Youth Build; Glenwood Autism Center; Children’s Village; Hill Elementary; YWCA and 
Pathways.  The Magic City Bar Association and Birmingham Bar Association joint project will be Hill Elementary. 
  
For more information about volunteer opportunities or to sign up for Service Juris 2009, contact Candi Williams at 205.251.5849 or 
email her at candi@handsonbirmingham.org.  You also may sign up for Service Juris 2009 at: 
http://www.handsonbirmingham.org/specialevents/viewSpecialEvent.php?
_mode=eventDetail&_action=evenDetail&ixSpecialEvent=220 
  
If you or your firm or company would like to make a tax-deductible financial contribution to Service Juris 2009 or to be recognized as 
a “sponsor” with a $500 or $250 donation, you can do so by making your check payable to the “Birmingham Bar Foundation” (please 
note “Service Juris 2009” in the memo).  You can send your check to one of the following individuals: (1) Kitty Brown, White 
Arnold & Dowd, P.C., 2025 3rd Avenue North, Suite 500, Birmingham, Alabama  35203; or (2) Crystal McMeekin, Birmingham Bar 
Foundation, 2021 2nd Avenue North, Birmingham, Alabama  35203. 
  
  
  
****  
  
Volunteer Lawyer - the Volunteer Lawyer Program (VLP) through the Alabama State Bar and locally through the Birmingham 
Bar needs volunteer lawyers with many types of expertise, but especially for current needs in mortgage foreclosure, bankruptcy, and 
divorce cases. The VLP will try to provide CLE programs in areas of need when enough lawyers sign up to help with a particular 
need.  You can sign up for the VLP by going to the Programs/Depts link at the State Bar website where you will find the VLP link. 
Here are two specific areas where help is desperately needed now: Uncontested Divorces - Birmingham Volunteers Lawyers/Young 
Lawyers Pro Bono Clinic. The Young Lawyers Section of the Birmingham Bar Association is conducting a pro bono legal clinic for 
low income clients who need assistance in uncontested divorces.  Lawyers will be available from 3:00 – 5:00 pm June 25, 2009 to 
assist in drafting and filing divorce papers for individuals in Jefferson County.  A free 2 hour CLE will be offered from 12:30 – 2:30 
pm for any lawyer in need of training.  The location of the training and clinic has not yet been finalized.  The contact person for this 
event is Jessica Davis. 
   
Jessica Powers Davis 
Staff Attorney, Legal Services of Alabama 
1820 7th Avenue, North 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
  
Direct Dial: 205-397-6549 
Fax: 205-328-3548 
Email: jdavis@alsp.org 
  
The Birmingham Volunteer Lawyers Project, Legal Services and the BBA have joined to form a Mortgage Foreclosure Panel, a group 
of attorneys who volunteer to assist in mortgage foreclosure/ejectment cases.  The current economic climate has created a greater 
need than ever in this area.  There are clients waiting for help!  Call Kelli Mauro at 322-4551 with questions and anyone interested in 
serving on the panel can call Debra Jenkins at 205-250 5198. 
  
  
****  
  
Alabama Appellate Courts Return to Birmingham - October 7-8, 2009 - The 5th annual convening of the Alabama Appellate Courts 
in Birmingham is set for October 7-8, 2009.  Make plans to attend the reception welcoming the Alabama Supreme Court and the 
Court of Criminal Appeals to town on Wednesday, October 7th at St. Paul’s Cathedral Life Center, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  On 
Thursday, October 8th the Courts will be in session hearing oral arguments at Samford Wright Center, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon.   
Reception tickets are $25.00 per person.  Oral Arguments are free of charge and open to public.  The Appellate Courts and the 
attorneys representing parties in the cases always bring an engaging presentation of Alabama’s judicial system at work.  For more 
information, contact Leslie Barineau at 205-251-9200 or the Bar Foundation at 205-251-2231. This event is sponsored by the 
Birmingham Bar Foundation and Cumberland School of Law. 
  
  
****  
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Voices Against Violence Reception - Thursday, October 15th, 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 
  
  
  

Articles  
  
The AFTER-PARTY - "Trial Notes at Ona's"  
  
Trial Notes at Ona’s was benefit concert put on by the Magic City Bar Association in partnership with the Birmingham Civil Rights 
Institute at Ona’s Music Room in support of the Oral History Project.  For more information about the Oral History Project: 
http://www.bcri.org/tracks/research_resources/oral_history_project.htm. 
  
It was standing room only that night, but everyone can make it into the after-party!  Here is your program: Trial Notes at Ona's 
Program front.JPG & Trial Notes at Ona's Program back.JPG and below are your “tickets” – so get on board this train – choo choo!  
Your ticket to a full screen version of the movie of the whole event:  Movie - large window.  Your ticket to a small screen version of 
the movie of the whole event: Movie - small window. 
  
HOST: Sherri Jackson from CBS 42.   
PERFORMERS: Tommy Spina, Doug Davis, Jequette Edmonson, Chandra Payne, Cynthia Smith, Gina Levert, Michelle Obradovic, 
Charlie Waldrep, Judge John England.  JUDGES: Judge Helen Shores Lee, Robert A. “Bob” Jones, Jr., and Michael Trucks.   
  
COMMITTEE:   

 
  
  

For more information about the Magic City Bar: 
http://www.magiccitybar.org/  
  
Contact the MCBA’s President, the Hon. Annetta Verin at 205-223-0954. 
  
P.S. She was also the mastermind behind this fabulous event.   
  
  

  
  
****  
  
  
FOOD FROM THE BAR 2009 
  
The FOOD FROM THE BAR 2009 PROJECT spearheaded by the Women Lawyers Section of the Birmingham Bar Association was 
a tremendous success.   The legal community met the challenge to assist Magic City Harvest in their fight against hunger in 
Birmingham and the surrounding areas.  We collected $1050 in cash donations and 4,200 pounds of food during this very limited 
period from April 20 to May 15, 2009.  
  
We timed this food drive with the end of the school year in order to assist the many shelters who provide food to children and families 
when children are out of school and the families and shelters are faced with increased need for food. 
             
Many thanks to the firms and the Bar who provided collection points for the donations of both food and money.  Special thanks to:  
Birmingham Bar Association;  Bradley, Arant, Rose & White;  Burr & Forman; Christian & Small; Johnston, Barton, Proctor & 
Rose; Law Office of Gene Sellers; and Maynard, Cooper & Gale. 
  
If you failed to make a donation and would like to do so - It is not too late.  The check should be payable to Magic City Harvest, 3735 
Messer Airport Highway, Birmingham, AL 35202.  Just note on your check the donation is on behalf of the Women Lawyers Food 
Drive. 
  
Thank you again to all who participated in this very worthwhile project.       
  
  
****  
  
  
Gavels v. Sharks – Rickwood Field 
6th Annual Cookout, CLE and Softball Game – Solo / Small Firm Section of the BBA 
  
Congratulations to Event Chair:  Guy D. Chappell III, Esq. (gdclaw@hotmail.com) for an awesome event and to Chef Charles Allen, 
Esq. (cwallensr@aol.com) for great food and a solid C.L.E. presentation on causes of action and case management for injuries and 
illness from food!  To find out how to become a part of this section, click: http://bbasoloshares.wordpress.com/category/membership/ 
� 
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****  
  
  
  
Daughter of a Civil Rights Activist and Rinky-Dink Kid at Heart:  Helen Shores Lee 
  
By: Brittany Stancombe 
  
About the Author: Brittany Stancombe is a 2009 graduate of Samford University with a Bachelor of Arts in History and minor in 
Political Science.  She will begin her graduate career in the fall of 2009 as a student at Samford University's Cumberland School of 
Law.  Stancombe hopes to pursue a legal career focused on fighting social injustice and the protection of human rights.   
  
Contact information:  brstanco@samford.edu.  This paper was in partial degree fulfillment - Department of History:  History of 
American Women HIST 402-01W.  Thank you so much for the opportunity for my paper to be published.  I am extremely excited. 
  
History Class Paper on Helen Shores Lee.pdf 
  
The voices of the children whose parents were leaders in the Civil Rights movement have often been cast aside in pursuit of the 
“more important” aspects of the time period.  Helen Shores Lee, the daughter of Civil Rights activist Arthur Shores, offers a story of 
pride and pain about her nearly lost childhood years in “Bombingham,” a city plagued by insecurity and enamored with acts of 
violence masked in dynamite during the Civil Rights era.  Helen’s story is defined by her description of the reality of what being a 
recognized part of the Civil Rights Movement actually meant.  Her account cuts through the perceived glamour of the marches and 
the speeches and instead offers the story of a child faced with adult struggles, desperately trying to break through the barriers placed 
in front of her centuries before she was born.  Helen Shores, once a young girl angry with the world around her, transformed herself 
into Judge Helen Shores Lee: the first African-American woman judge in the civil division of the circuit court of Jefferson County.  
Despite adversity, Helen Lee grew to be an activist in her own right and has become a respected leader in the community that 
alienated her nearly fifty years ago. . . . 
  
  

  
  
****  
  
  
MISS NINA 
  

We are saddened to learn of the death of Nina Miglionico on May 6, 2009.  She was 95 years old.  Miss Nina was a 
member of Birmingham City Council for a number of years.  She was the first woman to serve as Council President 
and championed the rewriting of segregation-era ordinances in the city.  She was an inspiration to many and 
graciously lent her name to the Women Lawyers Section Nina Miglionico Paving the Way Award, through which 
our Section seeks to honor lawyers who have paved the way for the professional advancement of women lawyers.  
She will be greatly missed. 
  
  
  

  
****  
  
  
Professor Pamela Bucy – “Paving the Way” 
  
The 2009 Nina Miglionico Paving the Way Award was presented to University of Alabama Law School Professor Pamela Bucy on 
April 23, 2009.  The Award was established by the Women Lawyers Section of the Birmingham Bar to recognize lawyers who have 
both achieved personal excellence and helped women realize their potential as lawyers.  Recent winners of the Nina Miglionico 
Paving the Way Award include Judge Inge Johnson, Edgar Elliott, and Ann Huckstep.  Please be thinking of nominees for the 2010 
Award.  In her acceptance speech (see excerpts below), Professor Bucy gave the “Top 12”  things she has learned from her mentors, 
including her former students.  
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Following is biographical information about Professor Bucy from her introduction by Ken Randall, Dean of the University of 
Alabama School of Law:  Professor Bucy graduated from Washington University Law School in St. Louis in 1978.  She clerked for 
the late Honorable Theodore McMillian on the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals, and then served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney in St. 
Louis, primarily prosecuting white collar crime. In 1987 she joined the faculty of the University of Alabama School of Law where she 
won the University's Outstanding Commitment to Teaching Award as well as the Law School's teaching award (six times).  She has 
written numerous books and articles primarily in the white collar crime area, and her work has been regularly quoted and cited by 
courts, legal scholars, the Department of Justice, the New York Times, and the Wall Street Journal, among many others.  She 
established the Law School’s annual women's leadership dinner that brings successful lawyers, politicians, and businesswomen to the 
Law School to network with female law students. Within the Alabama State Bar, Professor Bucy serves as a Bar commissioner; she 
established the volunteer lawyer's program; and she currently serves as vice president of the Alabama State Bar.  She also serves of 
counsel to the law firm of Maynard, Cooper, and Gale.  
  
Excerpts from Professor Bucy’s acceptance speech:  As I was thinking about what you say at something like this, I kept thinking back 
to all of my  mentors, and so I have made a list of  the top 12 things that I have learned  from my mentors that I want to share with 
you. . . . What I hadn't really realized until I was putting this list together is that a  lot of my mentors are former students,  because I 
have former students come back and talk to my current students. . . . I always ask my former students to   give their top ten or top five 
or whatever it is tips for how to transition from law school to real life. . . . I thought it was really  neat that it comes full circle that a  
lot of the things that I'm going to share with you have been what I have learned from hearing my students pass along their advice.    
So, anyway, here they are - the top 12.  Keep family first.  Jobs are going to come and go, but family, whether it is a biological or a 
created family that you choose to put together, will always be there.  So keep family first. You really do need to love your work, and 
here's what I think is the litmus test for whether you love your work:  Do you wake up in the morning and most mornings cannot wait 
to get to work? And if you don't have that kind of excitement about what you’re doing then you need to look around for another way 
to do your work.  You know, most of us are going to work 35, 50 years.  It needs to be something that you are excited to do when you 
start out that day.  You'll probably recognize who this comes from -- You can have it all, but you can't have it all all the time.  That's 
from Camille Cook.  And that is so true, and it takes such a burden off the feeling like you’ve got to do everything all at once.  
Always keep your word, always.   Don't promise if you can't deliver.  Return all of your phone calls, all of your e-mails, all of your 
letters, no matter how long it takes you, and do all of your thank you notes by hand.  Proof everything one more time, which, as Ken 
knows, I haven't always lived up to that one but, you know, some of these are aspirational for sure.   Another one that I've heard 
expressed in different ways but I think it’s very good advice: Once you know what to do, don't avoid making the decision just because 
it's a hard decision.  Your body is the only one that you're going to get; take good care of it.  John Ott is somebody that I have come to 
speak regularly and this is something that he talks about in some very interesting ways.  As some of you may know, he does 
mediations.  You know, court ordered mediations on cases.  And he regularly talks about how at the end  of the 12 or 14 hour day, 
however long it's going to be, the folks that are in  bad physical shape are wearing out and  the folks that are in good shape are still in 
there winning their side. . . . Follow the Golden Rule. . . . Treat others as you would want to be treated.   And I think to put that in 
context, that  doesn't mean that you're always nice and sweet and cushy to everybody, but it  means when you have to do something 
that's kind of hard to do with or to somebody else you do it with respect and you do it with honesty.   Keep balance in your life.   
Always serve those who are less fortunate than you.   I mean, not just because they need it and you have the ability to help people  but 
because it will always remind you  how fortunate you are . . .  and I think that's the greatest gift that you can give yourself is to be 
grateful every day of your life for what  you've got in your life.   So anyway, those are the top 12 tips that I have been very lucky to 
gather from my mentors, some of whom are sitting in this room.   
  
  
****  
  
IN THE KITCHEN  - Economically and Nutritionally Mi nded Grocery List, Menus and Recipes for the rest of the year! 
  
http://www.aces.edu/pubs/docs/H/HE-0528/HE-0528.pdf  or HE-0528.pdf 
  
Nutritious but economical foods are in demand through these difficult times. Feeding the family nutritious foods and staying within a 
budget can be a challenge. If you had the menus planned out for your family would you use them? And, if a shopping list was 
provided for you, would you use it?  If you answered yes, then you are in luck. The Alabama Cooperative Extension System has a 
publication that will work for you, "The Weekly Menu Ideas for the Family." Each menu shows you how to serve your family good 
meals for less. Menus are planned for a family of four, two adults, one teenager and one child. They are simple and they provide the 
nutrition an average family of four needs. If your family is larger, you can double the recipes and freeze leftovers. Along with the 
menus, the publication includes a shopping list. The list can keep you on track and help prevent overspending in the grocery store. 
Also, you can plan your family meals ahead, which will allow you to feed your family better. Planning helps you take advantage of 
special offers in the market and eliminate many extra and costly visits to the store.  It will help you manage your time. You can use 
your time more efficiently because you can see at a glance the entire week's foods and plan accordingly. The recipes and preparation 
instructions are included.  
  
****  
  
  
First Light Women and Children’s Shelter�
 �
Interested in helping?  Dinner volunteers bring and serve dinner for 70 ladies every night at 6:30pm.  Overnight volunteers stay on the 
residential floor and follow the set schedule of activities for the evening and attend to the basic needs of the shelter guests as they 
arise during the night.  If neither dinner nor overnight volunteer work is doable for you, the shelter is currently in need of ladies 
underwear of all types and all sizes from socks to unmentionables.  Blankets and pillows are also needed.  Donations are tax-
deductible and in-kind donation forms are available at our front desk upon drop-off of your items.   
  
Shannon Horsley 
Volunteer Manager 
First Light, Inc. 
2230 4th Avenue North 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
(W)205-323-4277 
www.firstlightshelter.org�
 �
 �
**** �
  
Women Lawyers Section on Facebook! 
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The Women Lawyers Section now has a group page on Facebook.  To join, search for Women Lawyers Section of the Birmingham 
Bar Association and then click where it says “Join Group.” 
  
****  
  
Voices Against Violence Giving Circle 
  
Virginia K. Sweet, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
The Women's Fund of Greater Birmingham 
2100 1st Ave. N. Ste. 705 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
  
phone 205.327.3821  fax: 205.328.6576 
please visit our website: www.thewomensfundbham.org 
  
When women move forward, the entire community moves with them. 
  
The Voices Against Violence Giving Circle is led by local female attorneys.  In three years with the area attorneys’ and their firms’ 
generosity $236,000 has been granted out to fund a systemic and coordinated effort among courts, law enforcement, and nonprofit 
organizations aimed at holding perpetrators accountable for abusing their intimate partners.  In addition, the initiative is funding 
efforts to have workplaces institute domestic violence safety policies.  At the conclusion of the 5-year campaign the Voices Against 
Violence Giving Circle (VAV) will have granted out least $450,000 to build the system of coordinated efforts.   
  
In three years, the Voices Against Violence initiative has built a system to address domestic violence in our community. With lead 
agency, Alabama Coalition Against Domestic Violence’s technical assistance, Birmingham Municipal Court now has a dedicated 
docket for domestic violence cases. Services are now concentrated during the 2 ½ day docket: increased security to protect victims, a 
court advocate from the YWCA, funded by Voices Against Violence works with victims; Project SAFE is there to ensure perpetrators 
comply with court orders. Birmingham’s police conduct raids (“Operation Hit back”) in the middle of the night to serve outstanding 
warrants and they use digital cameras funded by VAV to collect forensic evidence. The City of Birmingham funded a special 
prosecutor position for the domestic violence docket—a huge endorsement of  VAV’s work. Alabama Civil Justice Foundation 
funded the YWCA to increase court advocacy services. The result: a substantial increase in prosecutions and convictions; VAV is the 
magnet that is attracting support, partnerships, and collaborations, including an additional $105,000 in grant money. 
  
The second major component funded primarily by VAV is the Jefferson County Family Violence Coordinated Community Response 
(CCR), an interagency collaboration developed to coordinate efforts in the community to address domestic violence.  CCR's primary 
program objective is to establish effective, complementary policies dealing with victim safety and offender accountability in local 
courts and agencies. Through monthly meetings, CCR is also bringing together over 30 responders (entities mandated to address 
domestic violence as well as social service agencies that provide services to victims, perpetrators, or the community) to develop 
working relationships among previously “siloed” entities. The CCR is the centerpiece for VAV’s system. VerizonWireless 
Foundation is now supplementing funding for the CCR. The result:  Law enforcement, courts, and providers are working to 
coordinate efforts aimed at holding perpetrators accountable and protect victims. VAV’s innovative solution to fragmented services is 
changing the way domestic violence is addressed in our community. 
  
Third, the Alabama Coalition Against Domestic Violence has made in-roads with 12 statewide corporations to implement domestic 
violence safety policies, using VerizonWireless’ publication Domestic Violence in the Workplace: A Guide for Employers as a 
prototype.  A stronger emphasis on the workplace component made possible with the third year of funding will add to the number of 
corporations that have domestic violence safety policies and simultaneously involve men as part of the solution to reduce the rate of 
domestic violence incidences in our community. The Result: For the first time in Alabama, workplaces can directly contribute to the 
safety of domestic violence victims. A Human Resource Directors’ Leadership group has self-organized to serve as a resource group 
to other Human Resource directors in implementing policies.  VAV is giving people the tools to respond appropriately to domestic 
violence. 
  
This initiative is ground breaking. It is linking unconnected efforts all trying to grapple with domestic violence.  It is the first system-
level initiative in our community that moves beyond sheltering victims as the means to combat intimate partner violence to working 
toward a coordinated effort that holds perpetrators accountable, involves men as part of the solution, and gives people the tools for an 
appropriate response to domestic violence.  
  
  
****  
  
  
WHITE BLOSSOMS 
  
BY: HON. VIRGINIA VINSON  
  
Red geraniums, pink impatiens, yellow daisies, blue salvia, purple petunias – the riotous colors of spring beckon us after the winter.  
The beautiful plants tempt us all at our favorite nursery and we have the urge to make our yards, decks, patios and front porches look 
like a picture out of Southern Living.  At least we try! 
  
I’m far from successful, but two summers ago I decided I would do something different – a white garden. 
  
I have always enjoyed gardening, but my last house had such hard soil that I only had scattered pots with a few blooming flowers.  
My new (to me) home had a more manageable yard and some established flowerbeds.  My interest in gardening was reawakened. 
  
The idea of a white garden is not original with me, but I had always tended to think that a white bloom would fade into the landscape 
– WRONG.  The opposite is true.  The white seems to “pop” against the darker green or brown background. 
  
A corner of my backyard, under a weeping cherry tree, proved to be the perfect place to try out my idea.  When planning the garden, I 
decided that I wanted a background of southern wood fern.  I planted them as the outer back perimeter.  I then added two white 
hydrangeas that are of a dwarf variety. Next were variegated hostas – green with creamy white edges.  In front of the higher plants I 
planted white impatiens.  As a front border I used stacked flat rocks, but variegated monkey grass would also look nice.  I  plan to add 
pots of white caladiums. 
  
You can tell that this is a shade garden, but for a sunny location use the greenery of your choice as the background and white sun-
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loving plants such as clematis, petunias, geraniums, white daisies, iris, roses – the list is endless. 
  
The object is to have the green plants be a backdrop for the white plants.  That allows the white blooms to shine.  Think of the moon 
shining in the night sky.  In fact, at night the white plants will seem to glow in the garden.  The perfect setting for a summer party. 
  
I’ve enjoyed the white garden so much that I started another one this spring in a sunnier location.  I have a long, skinny triangular 
shape of ground that is between a concrete patio and a privacy fence.  There wasn’t room for many plants, but I found a confederate 
jasmine (a climbing vine with shiny leaves and small, very fragrant white flowers) and the idea was born.  Miniature gardenias and a 
white concrete planter with white impatiens round out the small area.  On the patio is a set of old fashioned white wrought iron garden 
furniture, a tall green palm in a whitish planter and a white wrought iron cross hung on the brick wall.   A shabby chic look. 
  
If you don’t like to dig in the dirt or your soil is too hard, just hang baskets of white flowers in your trees or prepare pots with white 
flowers and move to different locations as needed. 
  
Whatever you do, have fun with your garden and don’t forget to leave time to enjoy your hard work. 
  
Gardening Tip:  Hate weeds?  Once or twice a week use a gardening hoe in flowerbeds and around plants.  This keeps the dirt “stirred 
up” so weeds will be discouraged from taking root. 
  
  
****  
  
IN THE GARDEN - Mole Control  
  
The mole, one of the most abundant of all small mammals, actually spends most of its life underground. In a natural environment, 
moles cause little to no damage. They are rarely noticed unless their tunneling becomes visible in our lawns and gardens. Although 
moles burrow year-round, they are the most active during warm, wet months.   
  

In our lawns we typically think of moles as a problem. However, as they tunnel in search of food, they 
actually help to aerate the soil. In addition to aerating the soil, a favorite meal among moles is white grubs. 
High white grub populations can cause unsightly damage to lawns. Moles are voracious eaters and can 
consume large numbers of grubs on a daily basis. Exclusion is the first step in controlling any wildlife 
problem. Hardware cloth (1/4 to 1/2 inch mesh) can be used with a decorative fence around flowerbeds and 
shrubbery to exclude moles as well as chipmunks, voles and other small animals. The hardware cloth should 
be 1 to 2 feet tall and needs to be buried to a depth of 6-12 inches.  The next step in discouraging moles in 

your lawn is to determine if you have a grub problem. If you do have high white grub populations you should reduce watering and use 
an insecticide to kill the grubs if necessary. This will remove the food source that attracted the mole. Also, heavy, frequent watering 
may attract insects and earthworms near the surface where moles look for food. Without a food source the moles will likely move to a 
new area, however, traps can also be used to remove them. There are several styles of traps available and most can be used multiple 
times. If you use a trap you must be sure to place it on a tunnel that the mole is actively using otherwise it will be ineffective. Poisons 
may be limited in their effectiveness because grains (which are often used as bait) are not a normal part of a mole's diet.  Mole control 
can be tricky, especially if your lawn or garden is an excellent habitat. If nearby mole populations are high new moles may simply 
move into areas that have become vacant. Before initiating a control program, be sure the mole in your lawn or garden is actually a 
nuisance. Keep in mind that moles play an important role in the management of soil and of grubs that destroy lawns. If you do have 
moles where you don't want them a combination of the methods mentioned above is generally the best strategy to control the 
problem.  For more information on this or other topics please visit eXtension at: www.extension.org or call the Alabama Master 
Gardener Helpline at: 1.877.252.GROW (4769). 
  
  
  
  

Continuing Legal Education 
  
  
ABICLE - ALABAMA BAR INSTITUTE FOR CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATI ON 
 www.abicle.org 
  
ALABAMA CENTER FOR DISPUTE RESOLUTION  
Contact Judy Keegan for more information at judy.keegan@alabar.org or www.alabamaadr.org 
BASIC MEDIATION TRAINING (3-day, 20 hour CLE course with 3 hours of ethics)   -  TROY SMITH   
(800) ADR-FIRM or  www.mediationmedia.com or troysmith@mediationmedia.com  
  
  
BIRMINGHAM BAR ASSOCIATION  
On demand CLE available at www.birminghambar-u.org. 
  
  
CUMBERLAND SCHOOL OF LAW CLEs :    
Call 205-726-2391 to register by phone.  
Online Courses available anytime:   
http://cumberland.fastcle.com/store/provider/provider.php?sessionid=983bb135734060c39caed71280f3ec19-3632852 
  
  
LORMAN CLEs :    
 www.lorman.com 
  
  

Section Leadership 
  
  
2009 Officers 
Chair - Pam Blalock  
Chair - Elect Rhonda Caviedes 
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Immediate Past Chair – Leatha Gilbert 
Secretary - Crystal McMeekin  
Treasurer - Sidney Hoover 
Corresponding Secretary - Ashley Hattaway 
Historian - Frances King Quick 
NCWBA Representative - Pat Moore 
Liaison with Alabama State Bar Women's Section - Sherrie L. Phillips 
 �
 �
Executive Board 
  
Board Term Expires in 2009 
Deane Corliss, Gail Barber, Katy Willis, Candi Peeples, Sidney Hoover, Shirley McCarty 
  
Board Term Expires in 2010 
LaBella Alvis, Mary Lynn Bates, Honora Gathings, Alicia Haynes, Hon. Virginia Vinson    
  
Board Term Expires in 2011 
Teresa Minor, Hon. Theresa Pulliam, Monica Graveline, Brendette Brown Green, Sabrina Simon�
 �
 �
                                   
2009 Committee Chair and Co-Chair Assignments:   

  
  
2009 Task Force Chair and Co-Chair Assignments:                                          

  
  
  

Back Issues 
  
January, February, March and April 2007 Editions of the Notitia:  2007 Notitia January through April Editions.pdf 
  
May 2007 Edition of the Notitia:  May 2007 Notitia.pdf 
  
June 2007 Edition of the Notitia:  June 2007 Edition of the Notitia.pdf 
  
July, August and September 2007 Editions of the Notitia: July, August, September Editions.pdf 
  
October 2007 Edition of the Notitia:  October 2007 Edition of the Notitia.pdf 
  
November 2007 Edition of the Notitia:  November 2007 Edition of the Notitia.pdf 
  
December 2007 Edition of the Notitia:  December 2007 Edition of the Notitia.pdf 
  
January 2008 Edition of the Notitia:  January 2008 Edition of the Notitia.pdf 
  
February 2008 Edition of the Notitia:  February 2008 Edition of the Notitia.pdf 
  

Membership 
(Assists in updating membership databases and 
organizes a project or event that will increase 
membership and improve retention.) 
  

Tameka Wren, Chair Susan Nettles, Co-Chair 

Newsletter and Public Relations  
(Publishes the Notitia in collaboration with 
other Committees and the BBA, liaison with the 
Birmingham Bar Journal, the Alabama Lawyer 
and local media outlets.) 
  

Rebecca Amthor, Chair Michelle Obradovic, Co-Chair 

Social and Entertainment  
(Plans Annual Meeting, another large event and 
several social gatherings.) 
  

Janine Smith, Chair  Christi Graham, Co-Chair  

Programs  
(Plans a large program and special programs in 
addition to the Annual Meeting.) 
  

April Rogers, Chair  Lindsay Reese, Co-Chair  

Projects  
(Identifies projects benefiting the YWCA and 
organizes events benefiting other non-profits 
and coordinates charitable donations.) 
  

Shayana Boyd Davis, Chair  Desiree Alexander, Co-Chair  

Service Award  
(Coordinates Law School Scholarships.) Marcie Braswell, Chair  Katie Suttle Weinert, Co-Chair  

      

Pinstripes and Pearls 
 (panel discussion) 

Delores Owens, 
Chair  Khristi Driver, Co-Chair  

Leadership Development 
(assist section members in becoming leaders) 

Carolyn Lam, 
Chair  Haley Andrews Cox, Co-Chair  
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ListServ 
  

October - November 2008 Editions of the Notitia:  October-November 2008 Edition of the Notitia.pdf 
  
January - February 2009 Editions of the Notitia:  January - February 2009 Edition of the Notitia.pdf 
  
March – April - May 2009 Editions of the Notitia:  March - April - May 2009 Editions of the Notitia.pdf 
  

  

March 2008 Edition of the Notitia:  March 2008 Edition of the Notitia.pdf 
  
April - May 2008 Editions of the Notitia:  April-May 2008 Edition of the Notitia.pdf 
  
June - July 2008 Editions of the Notitia:  June-July 2008 Edition of the Notitia.pdf 
  
August - September 2008 Editions of the Notitia:  August-September 2008 Edition of the Notitia.pdf 
  

The WLS has a Yahoo! listserv that is maintained by Candi Peeples.  To join: (1) send an 
email to bba_women-subscribe@yahoogroups.com (That’s bba “underscore” women “dash” 
subscribe @ yahoogroups.com); (2) when you receive an email back from Yahoo! asking you 
to confirm the fact that you want to be on the list serve, follow the directions in the email.  To 
post messages to the Section, send an e-mail to bba_women@yahoogroups.com.  Candi can 
be reached at 205-871-9550 or candi@shawanderson.com.  Online help can be found at the 
following link: http://help.yahoo.com/help/us/groups/   
  
What are the options for reading group messages in email?  For each group you belong to, 
you have the option to control both the frequency of email message delivery and the format of 
messages:  
Frequency Options 

·                      Individual Emails 
Messages are delivered one at a time to your email inbox. This is the best option if 
you want to keep up on the latest posts immediately. Email attachments, if included in 
a message and allowed by your moderator, will be sent directly to you. 
·                      Daily Digest 
Messages are delivered in batches of 25 or daily, whichever comes sooner. This is the 
best option if you want to receive fewer mail messages and don't need up-to-the 
minute posts in your inbox. Email attachments are not available in digests. 
·                      Only Special Announcements 
This means you will receive email messages only when the group moderator posts a 
"Special Announcement" message. This is a good option if you want to pass on day-
to-day discussion for very busy groups but do want to receive important updates from 
the group moderator. Keep in mind that usage by each moderator will vary. (The 
moderator may choose to never use this feature, in which case you would never 
receive email messages, or may choose to use it frequently.) 
·                      No Mail / Web Only 
The best option to choose if you prefer to only read messages on the web. Also useful 
if you need to temporarily put message delivery on hold, for example while you are on 
vacation. However, keep in mind that (while rare) some groups do not enable the 
"message archive" feature and for these groups it is not possible to read messages on 
the web. It is a moderator decision on whether to enable the message archive feature. 

Format Options  
·                      Full Featured 
Includes links giving you instant access to all group features (photos, calendar, 
profiles, polls, files, etc.), the ability to see all messages to a topic, and a "recent 
activity module" providing information on new activity in the group over the last 
seven days. Definitely the best choice for groups that use more than just the message 
features or groups where you want to take advantage of the message archive. 
·                      Traditional 
Emails are delivered "as is", without the addition of any links back to the group, 
except in the footer of the email. The right choice if your email client does not 
effective support the "Full Featured" format. 

To set any of these options, go to the "Edit Membership" page of your group: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GROUPNAME/join (where "GROUPNAME" is the name of 
your group). Message frequency options for groups can also be changes from the "Edit My 
Groups" page: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/mygroups?o=2&edit=1   Additional help can be found at:  
http://help.yahoo.com/help/us/groups/messages/messages-01.html  
  
Guidelines for posting messages  
  
The Women Lawyers Section wants the list-serve to be an active tool, however it is 
recognized that too much irrelevant traffic will defeat the purpose of the list-serve.  The 
following are some guidelines to use in posting messages.  These guidelines are not intended 
to scare anyone from posting messages or other valuable information.  Rather, experiences 
with other list-serves suggest that guidelines will keep our list-serve running smoothly and 
effectively.   
  
  
The following types of messages are NOT appropriate.  
1) Marketing by list members or others.   
2) Political announcements or petitions. 
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3) Political solicitation, including campaign materials.  
4) Any other message not directly related to or of particular interest to section members .  
This category includes jokes (even funny ones), warnings about internet scams and viruses 
and chain messages.  
5) Any kind of inflammatory, discriminatory or personal attacks. 
  
Thank you for adhering to these guidelines! 
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